In the frame of the International Day opposing GMO and supporting actions in favour of traditional
seeds and practices in agriculture, FIMARC wants to remind the danger that we see in the use of
GMOs that contaminate traditional plants, with no control over the consequences, which are also an
important cause of the decrease in the genetic biodiversity potential and lead to a loss of autonomy for
small peasents.
We insist more on the need to dedicate the necessary resources to research in agriculture to
improve the soil and agricultural practices, to protect the traditional seeds adapted to the soil and
climates in the different regions, to promote a family agriculture based on the quality of products and
on the need for true agricultural reforms in many countries, ensuring the access to land for all.
We invite our lectors, members and friends to relay this position, to read and disseminate the press
release of CPE that we fully support.
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GMOs: co-existence is not possible
European farmers and consumers don’t want genetically modified
crops.
Political borders cannot contain contamination from GM crops.
The European Union must ban them.
The very large majority of the European farmers, who as a group are the
first to be concerned in this matter, wants Genetically Modified Organisms
(GMOs) neither to be in the fields nor in animal feed. Almost every public opinion
poll shows that European consumers do not want GM food.
No legislation will be able to prevent a continuous contamination of fields,
environment, and seeds by the natural processes and trade. Cross pollination, transport by
wind, soil bacteria, insects, birds and other animals, are among the many possible routes for
transgenes to spread. Silos, cargo liners, agri-food factories are among the many places
where the GM-free food can be contaminated. Coexistence between GM-free agriculture and
GM agriculture is therefore impossible. Genetic contamination is unavoidable and
irreversible. Moreover no insurance company agrees to cover the risks related to this
contamination.
The European Union misleads public opinion: the legislation on
coexistence, left in the hands of its Member States, will not leave the "free
choice" to farmers and consumers. In fact, the freedom for GM-free farming and

for consuming GM-free food would be of quite short duration. Pretending to
regulate “coexistence” is a way to impose GMOs against the choice of the
population because it will be too late to reverse course and remedy the damage.

Coexistence is also impossible between regions
The decision of many regional Parliaments in the EU to declare themselves
“GM-free” is an act of resistance that we welcome and support. It is an illusion,
though, to believe that in the medium and long term these regions can maintain
their GM-free status. If the coexistence is impossible between fields, the same
applies to regions with different policies on GM. We therefore ask all regional
authorities opposed to GMOs to push for a global ban of GM crops in Europe and
at the international level. A regional ban is simply not enough. A global ban is
essential if we want to guarantee our children GM-free agriculture and food.

Europe, a key place to stop GMOs at the international level
The European Union cannot leave on the hands of the WTO decisions that
affect its agricultural production and the nature of its food. The EU must
defend its food sovereignty. The international Convention on Biosafety
(Cartagena protocol) provides the EU with the possibility to remain GM-free. It
is essential for the international farming community to use the right of food
sovereignty and to ban GMO’s definitively from Europe. A victory on GMOs can
be a sign of hope to farmers in the global south who are already heavily
victimised by GM crops.

CPE demands a moratorium on any cultivation, any import or trade
of agricultural GMO, as well of contaminated seed (above detection
level).
The European Farmers’ Coordination thus invites European citizens
to participate:
- April 5 in Vienna in the European March against GMOs and
- April 8 in their country at the international action day against
GMOs.
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